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EDITORIAL 


First of all, my apologies to any S.A.A.B. member 
who has written to our old Stirling P.O. Box 
number and had their letter returned marked as 
gone away. 

We now have a new address and a new secretary, 
so are hopefully back on a more stable footing for 
the foreseeable future. Anyone with any queries 
or letters please send them in. 

As we go to press the new Criminal Justice and 
Public Order Bill is grinding its way through 
Parliament. I presume you all will have heard 
that it contains measures to make “Interfering 
with a country sport” illegal, by introducing new 
criminal laws of Disruptive Trespass, which are 
thinly veiled attempts to buttress perverse 
bloodsports by outlawing those opposed to 
hunting, and so labelling hunt saboteurs as the 
problem. 

The real problem is of course the financial and 
police manpower costs to the authorities of legal 
hunt sabotage, which is becoming both untenable 
and financially embarrassing and can at times tie 
up nearly all police resources in rural areas. 

We have of course enraged some very well 
connected people as well as keeping in the public 
eye, the morals of hunting with hounds. A matter 
on which the Government is too frightened to 
legislate against. Instead they intend to 
criminalise our effective non-violent direct action 
and continue giving the green light to murder in 
the name of entertainment. 


This instead of the obvious alternative, that 84% 
of the population of Scotland want hunting 
banned by Parliament. 

Please carefully read the article inside on this bill, 
contact your M.P. and urge them to vote against 
the particular measures aimed against us. These 
are desperate tactics by the bloodsports brigade. 
DONT LET THEM GET AWAY WITH IT!. 

Editor - David Pritchard 



Scottish Action 
Against 


Views expressed in Wild times do not necessarily 
reflect those of S.A.A.B. or the Editor. 

This issue has an admitted slant towards Border’s 
based news items. Each successive issue will be 
edited by different groups, so giving each region a 
chance to highlight activities / events particular to 
them. 


Bloodsports 
P.O. Box 002 


Cover Photo 

As sent to all 72 Scottish MPs before the last 
campaign to ban hunting, this photo of a fox being 
pulled apart is reprinted for the benefit of Scottish 
Secretary, Ian Lang. 


Glenrothes 
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Fox FM news 


Ada: This week, the hunting season officially got 
under way so we sent our reporter Kate Smart to 
find out what kind of people participate. 


Col: Don’t know. It’s a bit tricky asking him 
after the event.. . but he loves the thrill of 
knowing he’s got an even chance. 


F/X: Hounds etc. 

Kate: Thank you Adrian, I’m standing in . . . ugh. 
F/X: Squelch of boot 

Colonel: Sorry about that, the horses you 

know. 

Kate: I’m standing in the village square at 
Skinner’s Bottom where I’ve been joined by the 
Master of Hounds, Colonel Sir Redvers Bullington 
Bustard. 

Col: How do you do. 

Kate: Colonel, what attracts you to this particular 
pastime? 

Col: Well it’s something to do till they bring back 
hanging. 

Kate: You don’t see it as cruel in any way? 

Col: Good God no, I don’t feel a thing. 

Kate: I meant for the fox. 

Col: Oh Reynard. Well now look here, Reynard 
and I are on very good terms, do you see. I call 
him “Reynard”, he calls me “Bustard” ... at least 
I THINK that’s what he said. And he loves it. 

Kate: He loves being ripped up by a pack of 
hounds? 


Kate: Against all of you? 

Col: Of course. The minute he hears that horn, 
he knows that all he’s got to do is vacate the 
earth, dash across a few fields, get on a 
skateboard, peddle like fury, flag down a passing 
Land Rover, get a lift to Gatwick and charter a 
flight to the Seychelles. Easy as that. 

Kate: And then he’ll get away? 

Col: No. then one of my chums in the Mercenary 
Corps will blast him with a howitzer. Perfectly 
even contest. 

F/X: Horn 

Huntsman: (OFF) Colonel, we’ve spotted one of 
the blighters! 

Col: Aha! 

Kate: Oh no, I can’t bear to look. 

Col: Oh come one, this is the best bit. We track 
him down, the hounds surround him, then we 
really give him the works! 

Kate; And you’re happy to do that to an innocent 
fox? 

Col: Fox be blowed, this is a bloody hunt 
saboteur! 

<End ... of Saboteur> 
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AROUND THE GROUPS 


AYRSHIRE 

As usual the Ayrshire group have concentrated 
their efforts against the Eglinton Foxhunt, whose 
kennels are at Earlston nr Kilmarnock. 

To the consternation of the group, the local police 
appear to have formed the view that blowing a 
hunting horn in the countryside constitutes a 
breach of the peace, this does not apply to 
huntsmen though. This interpretation of the law 
may have a lot to do with the conviction against a 
Stirling saboteur in July 1993 where he was found 
guilty of a breach of the peace for horn blowing in 
the Fife countryside. After this conviction both the 
Fife and Buccleuch hunts put pressure on their 
own local police to arrest saboteurs every time a 
horn was blown, thankfully with little success. 

The Ayrshire police though seemed to have gone 
along with this “advice” leading to the arrest of an 
Ayrshire sab for this heinous offence. 

The new vigilance by local police has even 
extended to spot checks of saboteurs and their 
vehicles, which resulted in a saboteur being 
actually arrested and taken into police custody for 
an alleged unpaid traffic fine. More ominously 
was the fact that the police appeared more 
interested in questioning the sab on who pays the 
members of their group to “sabotage the hunt”. 
Even more bizarre was their belief that they had 
information on who was responsible for paying the 
Ayrshire group!!. 

The group have been going out every Saturday 
and most Wednesdays, the Eglinton’s midweek 
day. No foxes have been killed when saboteurs 
were present, which is excellent for a hunt who 
previously prided themselves on the number of 
foxes “accounted for”. 

% % » \ 

BORDERS GROUP 

Boxing Day 92 - End of Season 93 

The large Borders S.A.A.B. group went up into 
Fife and joined up with Stirling sabs and 
successfully hit the Fife foxhounds. 

It all seemed rather tame until late in the 
afternoon when in a wood the hunt were very near 
to killing a fox until sabs got in between and 
physically stopped most of the pack long enough 
for the fox to put a bit of distance between itself 
and the hunt. The rest of the day consisted of 
preventing the huntsman reforming his pack, 
which thankfully didn’t happen so no kills were 
made. 

Our troubles only really began when we 
returned to our vehicle to find two tyres had been 
slashed and a less than helpful plod which gave 
an end result of a very late return home. 


An unfortunate incident which did not involve 
saboteurs, but which clearly illustrates the 
dangerous and uncontrolled aspect of hunting, to 
the dogs used by the hunt, was when after chasing 
after a fox over a railway bridge, the hunts 
whipper-in, Rory Gallagan attempted to regain 
control of the hounds by calling them down from 
the bridge. As the excited dogs gathered at the 
edge one was nudged over, saboteurs who arrived 
on the scene fear the injured hound had broken its 
legs. This being the case, the obvious conclusion is 
that the hound would be put down, as although 
dogs limbs can heal successfully, an injured hound 
is of no use to a hunt and would potentially not 
run with the pack as before. 

Despite the setbacks encountered, namely the 
hostility of the police, the group due to its obvious 
success in preventing foxes being killed are in 
positive mood. Transport problems are somewhat 
relieved by the advent of the groups minibus 
getting back onto the road. A recruitment drive 
for new members is in full swing with posters and 
leaflets being produced and displayed in 
appropriate shops. As with other groups, Ayrshire 
S.A.A.B. are in regular contact with the local 
media and stress the importance of letters to the 
press against bloodsports, which is something 
everyone can do and is effective. An exhibition of 
saboteurs and opposition to bloodsports is 
planned for May which should round up an 
incredibly active season for in all the Ayrshire 
group. 


MM 


Jan. 1st and we joined up with the Edinburgh 
sabs at Selkirk in the Scottish Borders for our 
more regular target hunt the Duke of Buccleuch’s. 
A very poor turnout from the hunt for such a high 
profile meet in the town square meant a good 
start for sabs which only got better as the day 
went on. Huntsman and joint master Trevor 
Adams looked as though he had totally overdone 
it for Hogmanay. He seemed to have little or no 
interest in hunting properly and was totally 
shown up in front of his mounted field and car 
support when two female sabs took it in turns to 
call the pack out of a small wood he had just put 
them into. 

Trevor seemed to lose it at this point, and still 
on horseback went for the two female sabs, one 
received kicks on her shoulder as she was unable 
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AROUND THE GROUPS 


to move too quickly as she had her own dog with 
her on lead. His next attempt to insult sabs was 
when he defiantly picked his nose at us (oooh we 
were terrified at the size of his bogies!). Shortly 
after he told his supporters that conditions were 
not suitable for hunting and packed in for the day, 
well before 2.00 pm on a very nice dry day. 

For the rest of January most of our attention 
was given to the Buccleuch. The two meets from 
Whitton Edge and Morebattle covered the same 
difficult terrain for footslogging sabs. Sheer 
determinedness and a good fitness level meant we 
stayed near to huntsman and his hounds, despite 
some windy conditions which at times were strong 
enough to blow you over. Again when sabs were 
present no foxes were killed. 

The only creature killed when sabs were present 
that month was when hounds surprised a rabbit 
and killed before we could intervene, but at least 
it seemed to embarrass the hunt. 

February continued in much the same vein with 
most of our attention again given to the 
Buccleuch. The Holydean meet from near the 
kennels was the best sab of the month when we 
seemed to be with the hunt for most of the day. 

The only sour note to this particular day was 
the assault of a woman sab by an ex-Linlithgow 
and Stirlingshire supporter. For full story see 
court round-up. 

Come March and the D of B were decidedly 
twitchy at the mere sight of a sab, preferring to 
run away whenever we came near. This we found 
extended to dig outs, when at the end of the 
Hartwoodmyres meet we found the terrier boys 

% % % % 

CLYDESIDE GROUP REPORT 

At the end of the 92-93 foxhunting season the 
groups main concern was fundraising in 
preparation for the summer and autumn 
activities. Although successful, fundraising is a 
difficult task after a gruelling season when 
members motivation starts to slip not surprisingly 
after sabbing in a Scottish winter and a rest is 
needed to recharge batteries. 

Clydeside continued to have transport problems 
(which is probably most groups biggest headache). 
Due to this the group were frustratingly inactive 
during the summer months. However after 
receiving information about various possible days 
of grouse shoots on moors near Ardgowan estate, 
Greenock; the group sorted its transport out 
resulting in no shooting taking place when 
saboteurs were present. 

September saw the start of monitoring of the 
Lanarkshire and Renfrewshire foxhunt kennels at 
Houston, an exhausting job of watching on 
alternate days for signs that cubhunting was 


(2), huntsman, whip, supporter and two farmers 
attempting a dig. As soon as sabs got near the 
scene they all packed up and roared off in their 
vehicles. Sabs stayed and unblocked various 
earths and waited in case of a sneaky return, but 
they chose not to come back. I suspect the 
numbers of hunt scum at the dig out exceeded 
their own code of conduct hence the quick 
departure from the area. Anyway it made us feel 
good for a while. 

After previous hits against the Jedforest hunt 
when violence was used against sabs, we called a 
Scottish national hit to which 70 plus sabs 
responded from; Stirling, Clydeside, Ayr and 
Dumfries plus a good contingent from Cumbria 
and Tyneside joining the regulars of the Border 
and Edinburgh groups. 

A smaller group split off and hit the Buccleuch 
as they were foolish enough to be in the same 
area, the majority stayed for a days fun with mad 
Walt (Jed huntsman and joint master). The hunt 
responded in classic fashion and ran for it from 
sabs all day long. An easy pack to pull which did 
little for Walter’s blood pressure. 

As a final insult the “gizmo” was used to pull the 
pack one more time. Hunt tempers flared at the 
meet with an inebriated hunt follower thrashing a 
sab minibus with his fists!, (strange folk from the 
Borders). Plod breathalysed the man and 
amazingly it was negative. 

Further attempts to find the Buccleuch drew a 
blank despite long waits at the kennels, but next 
season they probably knew that we would be back. 

MM 


about to start. Unfortunately again due to 
transport problems and stretched human 
resources, meant only three saboteurs were 
present at the first day of cubhunting. The results 
being two foxes killed and one of the saboteurs 
being assaulted within hours of the start. After 
this depressing start the Clydeside group 
numbers returned to their previous effectiveness 
and with expert and regular attendance no 
further killing of foxes was reported. 

Saturday 23 October at the Hill of Beith meet 
near Gateside the quite revolting sight of young 
and unknowing children being brought out to 
boost hunt numbers was seen with the L and R’s 
pony club meet. Eager to please and encourage 
new successive generations of bloodsports junkies 
the hunt worked hard at locating and chasing 
foxes. This of course resulted in a nervewracking 
and exhausting day with saboteurs working flat 
out to keep up with and divert the hounds. A fox 
had a very close encounter with hounds in a small 
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covert (wood) near Lochlands Hill when it ran 
past saboteurs who were spraying the ground 
with antimate (a scent dulling non-toxic product) 
with hounds in close pursuit, who were stopped by 
the saboteurs present long enough to make them 
lose the foxes scent. 

With cubhunting now over the predawn meets 
were also finished, with “season proper” meets 
being at a more respectable time. As usual the 
first meet was in Houston estate which meant the 
group could pre-beat the hunting area to make 
foxes aware of a potential danger in their home 
area. Noting the saboteurs action of pre-beating, 
the hunt decided against tradition to hurriedly 
change the area to be hunted that day by racing 
straight through the estate towards Barrochan. 
Unfortunately for them they lost half of the 
mounted field and car support in the process. This 
part of the hunt it seems were not told of the late 
change of plans for that day. Nonetheless they did 

% % % % 

EDINBURGH GROUP NEWS ’93 

1993 was the busiest year yet for Edinburgh 
saboteurs. After the demise of the “Yellowbus” 
sabs managed alongside the Borders S.A.A.B. 
group to keep the pressure on the Duke of 
Buccleuch’s foxhounds until the end of the 92-93 
season. Saboteurs were present every Saturday 
with no police or hunt hassles. We made the 
occasional forays against Border, Berwickshire 
and Jedforest foxhunts receiving the usual warm 
welcomes!. 

Towards the end of the 92-93 season there was a 
split joint hit where both the Buccleuch and 
Jedforest were sabbed. As well as the Edinburgh 
and Border groups numbers were boosted by 
saboteurs from Cumbria, Tyneside, Clydeside and 
Dumfriesshire. The majority of saboteurs stayed 
with the Jedforest hunt. It was quite a tense day 
both on the roads and in the fields as this hunt 
have quite a few somewhat psychopathic support, 
but the day saw no casualties, either fox or 
saboteur!. 

The season now ended, we finding more time on 
our hands (holidays being unheard of in sab 
groups), turned our attention to fundraising for a 
badly needed van. Street collections were held in 
Edinburgh, Dalkeith and Bathgate which brought 
in well over a thousand pounds. Jumble sales, the 
Meadows Festival and helpful donations topped 
this up, so that in November 93 we could buy a 
good looking diesel Transit. Other fundraisers this 
year have been a sponsored beach clean up at 
Longniddry, Karaoke evenings and benefit gigs by 
Citizen Fish/ AOS3 and Oi Polloi / Blind Mole Rat. 

For news of the August 12 Grouse hit see the 
article on the Lammermuir Hills. 


not manage to kill a fox that day so finding it hard 
to justify the change of venue to their paying 
support who were given a poor first meet. 

The Clydeside group remains one of the largest 
branches of S.A.A.B. and the many new and more 
importantly “regular” members has ensured that 
this seasons meets have been well attended by 
saboteurs, with only one day completely “anti 
free”!. Even then the group were not inactive as 
they linked up with Ayrshire saboteurs for a joint 
hit against the Eglinton. 

Most interestingly the group have received 
reports and the eye-witness signs seeming to 
confirm that the L and R foxhunt are having 
serious financial and inter-political difficulties. 
With this in mind the group intend to increase the 
pressure until the day they can safely say that 
foxhunting no longer exists in Renfrewshire. 
Watch this space. 

% % % s 


The first half of the 93/94 season has been our 
most active yet, with the Buccleuch hunt often 
being hit every Wednesday as well as Saturdays 
(a fact well lamented by the hunt). The kennels 
were watched extensively during pre-season 
cubhunting, although the unpredictability of the 
hunt during this time meant we often had to 
return to our beds after the trip down to St. 
Boswells. 

The season started with a failed publicity 
campaign by the Buccleuch hunt. A press 
conference was held, followed by a cancelled 
cubhunt on the Eildon Hills, it was a misty rainy 
day and the assembled “mass” of hunt, press and 
saboteurs packed up after a jaunt over the 
Eildons. The unexpected presence of the “anti’s” 
set the scene for a miserable day for the hunt. A 
follow up article on Jan 6 in the Edinburgh 
Evening News gave the hunt a poor coverage, but 
spouted many lies and mistruths about the nature 
of hunting and fox ecology that anyone with half a 
brain-cell would see through such shallow 
arguments for their “sport”. 

The Buccleuch hounds have been very 
responsive to our horncalls this season and the 
introduction of the Gizmo to our arsenal of tactics 
has done nothing but improve our effectiveness 
and raised many a frustrated comment from 
riders and supporters. The hunt have become 
increasingly irritable towards us, a sure sign of 
the damage we are doing. 

This season so far has seen only one fox killed in 
our presence (the 2nd in 3 seasons of sabbing this 
hunt). This was more bad luck on the fox’s part 
than skill in hunting by the Buccleuch. Two 
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hounds stumbled across a tired fox that had 
already managed to give the hunt the slip. 
Saboteurs intervened but unfortunately the fox 
died from its injuries in one female sabs arms. 

One saboteur was arrested this season for 
allegedly spraying something at Simon Smith, the 
hunts new whipper in. 

The Christmas period must have been one of the 
worst for the Duke’s hunt. Bad weather saw them 
cancel on Boxing Day and New Years Day, two of 
the biggest hunting meets for publicity, finance 
and turnout. After checking the kennels as usual 

H M 

FIFE GROUP NEWS 

After successfully sabbing the Fife Foxhounds 
during the cubbing period Fife and Stirling 
saboteurs saw the first “proper” meet take place 
at Balcormo on November 6, a week later than 
other hunts in Scotland. 

During the cubbing saboteurs discovered badger 
sets in hunting areas had been stopped (blocked) 
with hard material by persons unknown!. 
Complaints were made to the Fife Badger Group 
who monitored the situation thereafter. Thus on 
November 6, all badger sets in the area hunted 
that day were stopped, with sacks of straw, still 
legal but in our view totally unacceptable and 
traumatic for the badgers. No foxes were killed at 
the opening meet or the subsequent one on 
November 14. 

Fortuitous bad weather (snow) stopped hunting 
for the next three weeks and saboteurs were 
present when hunting resumed in December, and 
again when saboteurs were present no foxes were 
killed. Yuletide goodwill did not appear to extend 
to wildlife when the hunt sneaked out on 
Christmas Eve, this time with no saboteurs 
present. The next meet was due to be December 
27 as the traditionally prestigious Boxing Day 
meet was postponed to the Monday as hunting on 
Sundays is not the done thing, how Christian of 
them!. 

Thankfully again the weather opposed the hunt, 
bringing heavy snow, causing more cancellations ’ 
including the important New Years Day meet. 
Hopefully this is an omen for the hunts fortunes 
for the rest of the year!. 

By January 5 the hunt appeared desperate to 
the extent that they abandoned the idea of using 
horses to go out on foot for a fox shoot. A sorry 
medley of stereotypical Hooray Henrys with 
attendant farm labourers in their traditional four 
wheel drive vehicles surrounded the marshland 
behind the hunt kennels. The foxhounds were 
then entered into the area to seemingly flush out 


on New Years Day we went on to find the 
Jedforest meet at Bonchester Bridge. The 
atmosphere was tense with multiple threats made 
to saboteurs on the road by the hunts car support 
(which fortunately proved to be all mouth!). The 
small group of sabs in the field stuck together in 
the face of threats by certain riders to go on and 
have one of the best days sabbing yet, (the 
Jedforest hounds proving to be over excitable as 
ever). No foxes killed, no saboteurs injured and 
Christmas stodge well and truly burnt off at this 
meets rather large hillfort. 

u M 


every creature which was sheltering within; 
ducks, swans, deer, foxes, hares and the elusive 
wildebeast(i) ran in terror from this unexpected 
harrying from the hounds. Seriously though the 
situation was farcical but potentially very 
dangerous as saboteurs were aware that anything 
in the vicinity of the wood could easily be shot 
including hounds or even saboteurs. Through 
sheer luck, bad organisation by the hunt and 
hopefully forebearance by the saboteurs nothing 
was killed that day. Someone strongly resembling 
the Huntsman, Michael King was heard to 
describe the Master, John Gilmour as “the fool on 
the hill”, tut tut, not much respect there!. After 
this debacle the hunt admitted defeat to the 
weather and again cancelled on January 8, 
making no kills at all when saboteurs were 
present during this far of the season. Long may 
this continue. 

Fife foxhounds missed 8 meets due to an 
outbreak of kennel cough (in the hounds!!). This 
spoilt the end of an already miserable (for them) 
season. The hunt went out on friday 18 March, as 
a last meet to their season. A fox was run to 
ground on East Cunnoughie Hill. Fife and Stirling 
Sab’s covered as many of the earth’s entrances as 
they could, but couldn’t stop the low I.Q. types 
from digging the fox out. They only stopped when 
the sound of day’s old cubs were heard, and an 
unwillingness to kill such defenceless animals in 
front of the determined sabs. 
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Brushing up the Imag e of Urba n Wildlife 


THE FOX 
PROJECT 


Foxes living Britain’s towns and cities may be safe 
from foxhunts, but they face other dangers: angry 
residents, misinformed officials, bloodthirsty 
terriermen, as well as busy traffic. 

Trevor Williams explains how The Fox Project has 
been helping to protect the urban fox for over a 
decade. 

Another fox organisation? Why do we need 
another fox group? There’s S.A.A.B., HSA, IFAW, 
LACS, RSPCA and more besides. So what makes 
The Fox Project different? 

The answer lies in emphasis. Fox welfare usually 
revolves around the highly charged question of 
bloodsports. It’s emotive, controversial and, 
naturally, it has a high profile. But it amounts to 
little more tha the tip of the iceberg when it comes 
to fox mortality. 

Thousands more foxes are killed by snaring, 
shooting and a variety of illegal means carried out 
by gamekeepers, farmers and “sportsmen”. 

Traffic, too, is a major killer. Disease and injury 
account for the majority of cubs before they reach 
maturity. And hidden quietly and unseen amongst 
this carnage is urban fox destruction. 

Urban destruction is as bogus a system of 
“control” as hunting and shooting and one which, 
ten years ago, was estimated as being responsible 
for the death of as many foxes as all the hunts in 
the country combined. 

When urban householders complain about fox 
damage and nuisance, it is usually to the local 
authority. In the days when councils were better 
funded, most operated a policy of fox destruction. 
There was never any statutory requirement for 
them to do so, as the law demands only that they 
respond to complaints about animals, birds or 
insects which are on the Ministry of Agriculture’s 
“pest” or “vermin” list. The fox is not vermin and 
is not even regarded by the Ministry as a 
significant agricultural pest. 

The seeds of The Fox Project were sown during 
the late 1970s, when it first became apparent that 
so many urban foxes were dying at the hands of 
council pest controllers. During the early years we 
targeted several South London councils, finally 
persuading them to abandon destruction on the 
grounds that it achieved nothing and was a waste 
of resources. 

Predators cannot be controlled by piecemeal 
culling, and the fox is not and has never been 


controlled by man. Like predators world-wide, its 
numbers depend on food resources and suitable 
territory. Just as prey species are controlled by 
predators, so predator numbers naturally depend 
on availability of prey. 

Tight control on council spending means that 
many local authorities have now dropped fox 
destruction on the grounds of cost. Others have 
done so for ethical reasons. Today, two years after 
our first national campaign, 110 councils refer 
complainants to The Fox Project. But problems 
still exist! 

Some local authorities continue to refer 
complainants to private pest control companies 
who use lethal methods to deal with the urban 
fox. Many of these people are “cowboys”, the worst 
among them being hunt terriermen who are 
prepared to deal with the offending foxes without 
charge. How kind! If one did not know their true 
motivation! 

Our job is to encourage all local authorities to 
abandon fox destruction and to use our 
“Adviceline”, which recommends non-toxic or low- 
toxic chemical deterrence. Our system attacks the 
territory rather than the animal, rendering the 
affected area unattractive to the fox on several 
bases: our false “scentmarking” suggests a rival 
animal has take over the territory; the fox’s 
scenting ability is temporarily impaired by 
persistent chemical smell; its own scentmarking 
produces the wrong result. 

The fox may be baffled and disorientated, but it 
will suffer neither death, hurt, nor the stress of 
capture and handling. These factors please most 
householders, who may not wish to share their 
premises with foxes, but who also prefer a 
humane solution to their problem. 
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So what else does The Fox Project do? (continued from previous page) 


Remarkably - for a “pest control” company - we 
take in abandoned and orphaned foxcubs, 
bringing them on to weaning age, then, through 
wildlife hospitals around the country, setting 
them on their way to rehabilitation back to the 
wild at the end of summer/start of autumn. 

In spring ’93 we took in over 30 cubs, and, 
during 1992, were directly involved with rescuing 
a similar number of adult foxes. Where distance 
or time prevents direct involvement, we can 
usually put callers in touch with other, closer-to- 
hand rescuers from our extensive contact list. 

The Fox Project’s main long term objective is in 
positive education about the fox. Only when the 
silly myths and legends, perpetuated largely by 
the hunting fraternity, are challenged and 
exposed, will the fox ever be completely accepted 
by the public. 

It’s not impossible. Only two decades ago, 
farmers and hunters were telling us that badgers 
and otters were “vermin” and needed to be 
controlled. Everyone knows what nonsense that 


was, and, today, both animals are protected by 
law. 

The Fox Project has set itself a diverse role in 
the care of foxes, a role which seeks to reach the 
parts that other organisations, with their differing 
priorities, can’t always reach. 

• Trevor Williams is Director of The Fox Project 

• The organisation relies on donations to 
continue its invaluable work. If you would 
like to help, send a cheque or PO (payable to 
The Fox Project) to The Fox Project Rescue 
Scheme, PO box 56, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 
1XY 

• A newsletter, merchandise form and 
information leaflets are also available from 
the above address; please send a large SAE. 

• The Project’s Adviceline number is (0732) 
365340 


BITE BACK OR HOW TO USE THE POWER OF THE PRESS 


In September of last year the mastership of the 
Buccleuch foxhunt along with a public relations 
officer from the British Field Sports Society 
decided for their own reasons to invite the media 
to a kennels press conference and invite them all 
out on the next day to a cub-hunt. 

The press conference was predictable with the 
usual lurid allusions about the behaviour of rent- 
a-mob bored student hunt saboteurs enticing 
hounds onto main roads. Hidden in the reports 
were some real gems, that S.A.A.B. has been 
winning the public relations war hands down, and 
saboteurs were dismissed as nothing more than a 
bore and an inconvenience. The hunt then 
admitted that when fox hunting they have no 
control of where the fox runs, not admitting in the 
same breath that they have similar lack of control 
over pursuing hounds. 

The day after at a supposedly secretive cub-hunt 
twenty saboteurs were waiting for the hunt and 
the assembled bleary eyed journalists. After 
trying to lose the saboteurs and failing the hunt 
was abandoned before it had started, the reason 
given was “too foggy to hunt in”. The alternative 
view is that the presence of saboteurs was a more 
compelling reason not to hunt in front of the 
assembled media. 

Still the hunt had its free day of publicity 
without much of a chance for a reply from our side 
or so they thought. One of the more fawning 
reports of the exercise was carried in the so called 
quality local newspaper. 

Over the next two months in this newspapers 
letters page a debate over foxhunting took place. 
The majority of letters published were against 
foxhunting, many of these letters advancing 
scientific arguments of fox ecology (easily 
available through material published by the 


League Against Cruel Sports), others illuminating 
the bankrupt morals of the foxhunting fraternity. 
Only three letters published were actually pro 
hunt (this in an area that hunting is widespread), 
one of these from the mastership of the Buccleuch 
hunt pathetically trying to trivialise points raised 
in published letters against hunting. The other 
two pro hunt letters declared hunt saboteurs as 
illegal, violent and paid, again without any facts 
to back up the assertions. 

Many people without fixed views on particular 
subjects like to hear reasoned argument and 
discussion before forming a view on that subject. 
Letters pages in any type of newspaper are an 
ideal place to gain access to discussion from two 
opposing sides. I would like to think that any open 
minded person after reading this discussion on 
foxhunting would surmise that its proponents 
simply cannot argue a case other than social 
enjoyment (a line hunts are notoriously reticent to 
admit to), and that those against can put forward 
a host of factual, moral and scientific reasons why 
hunting with hounds should be banned. 

What started out as a high profile P.R. exercise to 
show those damned “antis” that the Buccleuch 
hunt could hold its head high in the Borders 
ended in a rather sorry attempt to justify a sordid 
activity that the majority of letter writing readers 
expressed their whole hearted disapproval of. 

Why wait for a pro-hunt article to appear in 
your local press, have a go, write a letter 
expressing your reasons for being pre-fox. Do not 
assume that those who hunt can argue you down, 
the majority find their “sport” indefensible. You 
might be surprised at the number of letters 
generated, to the hunt this can be another nail in 
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Letters 


Supporters of hunting in firing line 

Sir, — The increased opposition to fox hunting, 
and now grouse shooting, must surely make it 
clear even to the most selfish, out of touch 
member of the blood sports brigade that such 
sickening goings-on have no place in civilized 
society in the 1990s. 

For years we have heard predictable waffle as to 
the need for hunting to keep fox numbers down. 
But anyone with even basic common sense knows 
this to be utter nonsense. 

I am at a loss to understand how the pro-hunt 
lobby can possibly gain satisfaction at the sight of 
terrified, defenceless creatures being ripped apart 
while still alive, or simply blown to pieces. 

Perhaps this is the only way they can boost their 
inadequate egos. 


Southern 19/8/93 


A. Brown 
Wilton Dean, 
Hawick. 


Cub hunting practices ‘do not bear 
scrutiny’ 

Sir, — With reference to your article on fox cub 
hunting (“Southern”, August 12), I would like to 
make the following observations. 

According to the Hunt Master: “It teaches the 
foxes to run from the dogs and the young dogs to 
chase the fox and only foxes. The young foxes are 
quite painlessly and humanely killed by a nip in 
the neck”. 

All this is theory and, like most other 
situations, the theory and practice do not always 
turn out the same. 

The concept that the natural action is for foxes 
to turn and dogs to chase is a fallacy, borne out by 
the fact that they have to be taught their roles in 
this grisly drama. 

As foxes and dogs are members of the same 
order Carnivora and the same family Canidae, it 
is completely unnatural for one to hunt the other 
in a pack. Even starving wolves do not resort to 
this behaviour. 

If young dogs have to be taught to hunt each 
year, what has happened to the old dogs? What is 
the definition of a old dog? 

If people like to ride around the countryside 
following hounds, why not lay a hound trail over a 
piece of safe ground. 

If fox hunting is a means of control, it is the 
most inefficient, least cost-effective and most 
potentially dangerous system imaginable. 

If foxes have to be controlled (and that is 
debatable), let it be done by a professional, who 
carries out the work as part of the job, deriving no 
more pleasure out of it than the satisfaction of a 
job well done. 

Occasionally it may only take a few seconds for 


the hunt to kill a fox, but what about the 
terrifying experience of the chase? 

It is time that homo sapiens realised that they 
are mammals, sharing the same nervous system 
and feelings as other warm-blooded creatures, and 
should treat them in a more kind and sympathetic 
way. 


James Stillie 
6 Gaitschaw Lane, 

Splkirk 

Southern 26/8/93 

Sir, — Reference Mr Brown’s letter (“Southern”, 
August 19) regarding the fox population. By 
various control methods approximately 170,000 
are killed every year. If this did not happen, very 
quickly their numbers would be out of control. 

Reference Mr Stillie’s letter (Southern”, August 
26) and Mr Flack’s comments (“Southern 
September 16). It is natural for all dogs to cock 
their leg . . . and to hunt. 


Southern 23/9/93 


P.T. Neilson 
The Bungalow, 
Kersquarter, 
Kelso. 


Fox research undermines hunt 
supporters’ arguments 

Sir, — In reply to Peter Neilson’s letter 
(“Southern”, September 23), I would like to take 
this opportunity to correct him on his misguided 
points regarding fox control, as he seems very 
naive on fox ecology. 

Foxes are territorial animals and, like all other 
territorial animals, numbers are kept level within. 
Foxes can survive on annual mortality rates of up 
to 70%. 

Neilson wrote that 170,000 foxes killed each 
year. This number is less than the overall fox 
population, so by killing foxes it only produces an 
unnatural number of young foxes, which recover 
anyhow. The actual number of foxes remains the 
same. 

Fox families defend their own territory from 
other foxes and will reproduce at the same rate as 
their fatalities — nature controls its own 
numbers. 

A three-year study by Aberdeen University 
showed that in the absence of any form of fox 
control, there was neither an increase in the fox 
numbers nor in the number of lambs lost (ref. P. 
Neilson’s letter). 

It is of course natural for dogs to hunt, but fox 
hunting needs to train dogs in a specific way, and 
in a large pack — something which would not 
happen in the wild. 

It is very hypocritical for anyone to suggest fox 
hunting controls numbers, as firstly fox-hunting 
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was never designed as a control method, and 
secondly the hound has been deliberately bred to 
be slow running, in order that participants can 
have a good long ride-out in the countryside. 

Finally, hunts actually encourage foxes to breed 
through the development of artificial dens. 

‘Digitalis’ 

(Name and address withheld by request) 
Southern 7.10.93 

Fox-hunting supporters 
urged to see other side 

Sir, — With reference to the recent articles and 
correspondence on the subject of fox-hunting, the 
following points remain unanswered. 

Firstly, the Buccleuch Hunt spokesman claimed 
that “idiots” are driving at the hounds trying to 
kill them when they stray on to the A68 and A7 
roads. I would suggest the “idiots” are hardly 
likely to be hunt saboteurs, who are fighting for 
an animal’s right to live. 

Could I suggest instead that the “idiots are 
those people who allow foxhounds anywhere near 
these very busy roads? 

As a motorist I am appalled to think of anyone 
being so irresponsible as to engage in an activity 
that allows their animals to endanger, and be 
endangered by, main road traffic. 

Secondly, the Hunt admits destroying retired 
dogs at around eight years of age “because it 
would be unfair to keep them penned in, and 
unable to run free”. Just another way of saying 
they can’t be bothered to find, and fund, decent 
homes for them. 

How many are killed each year? Who kills them 
and how? My vet would have something to say if I 
asked him to put down a relatively young and 
healthy animal for no good reason. 

It is morally wrong to use and then discard any 
animal in this cavalier fashion. 

Maybe those people joining the hunt purely for a 
fun day out could also ask to participate in the 
killing of the dogs that have provided them with 
their pleasure. 

Perhaps witnessing the unnecessary slaughter 
of healthy dogs would encourage them to 
reconsider their support for this activity. 

(Mrs) Marion Harrison 
12 Neidpath Court 
Galashiels 

Southern 28.10.93 

Hunt debate continues 

Sir,— This letter is not concerned with the rights 
and wrongs of hunting foxes or other wild 
animals. What is does query is the behaviour of 
the so-called hunt saboteurs. 


Anyone is entitled to demonstrate peacefully 
against an activity of which they disapprove, and 
indeed to campaign for a change in the law. There 
is, however, a great difference between 
demonstration and active disruption. 

There are many activities — all legal — with 
which some people disagree. 

For example, many people disapprove of 
professional boxing. An attempt to enter a boxing 
ring and prevent two men from knocking each 
other unconscious for money would result in 
arrest and a formal charge. 

Attempts to disrupt a legal activity like fox¬ 
hunting, by shouting, blowing horns, and tape 
recordings should be regarded as a criminal 
offence, and should be regarded as such by the 
police. 

W. M. Johnson 
Lantonhall 
Jedburgh 

Sir, — I would like to reply to Prue M. Guild’s 
letter (“Southern”, November 4). 

As there is no honest way to defend hunting 
other than on the grounds of social enjoyment, it 
is perhaps understandable that lies should be told 
by hunt supporters against hunt saboteurs. Is this 
to draw people’s attention away from the fact that 
hunting is evil and unnecessary? 

The most recent survey carried out by “The 
Field” — a pro-hunting magazine — revealed that 
fox predation on lambs accounted for only one per 
cent of the annual lamb crop. This is 20 times less 
than the number of lambs lost through stillbirth, 
hypothermia and malnutrition. 

Similarly, the Ministry of Agriculture’s findings 
on lambs lost by foxes is positively insignificant. 

Unfortunately 98% of all poultry are cramped in 
intensive farming systems, so it is obviously a 
rare fox that ever tastes a chicken. It is unfair to 
blame the fox for poorly maintained chicken runs. 
Proper night time roosting sheds and a little 
electric fencing are the answer. 

Prue M. Guild uses the word “country sport”. Is 
this to make hunting seem less gory and more 
attractive, rather than the real term — 
bloodsport? 

The arguments used by the pro-hunting lobby 
are apparently no different from those employed 
30 years ago against badgers and otters. 
Fortunately badger baiting and otter hunting is 
now illegal. Surely the fox is entitled to the same 
protection? 

Steven Nichol 
Mayfield Park, 
Hawick 

Southern 18.11.93 
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Lammermuir Hills Grouse hit 93 


The 12 August saw the first opening day hit on 
Scottish moors in over 6 years despite less than 
10% of moors actually shooting on that day. 

The area hit was the 4,000 acre Priestlaw farm 
estate in the Lammermuirs, Berwickshire, owned 
by Peter Straker-Smith, a name not unconnected 
with both the Tynedale and Berwickshire 
foxhunts. 

Past records of always shooting on the first day 
and a last minute confirmation from a contact 
that shooting would occur ensured no on the day 
mishaps occurred before the assembled media 
circus. 

20 sabs from the Borders and Edinburgh branches 
of S.A.A.B. met up with 15 plus sabs from 
Tyneside H.S.A. Our convoy of various sab 
vehicles and media cars set off for the moors. As 
our convoy of a dozen vehicles turned left onto the 
road up to into the Lammermuirs the shooting 
party convoy of similar number were waiting to 
turn right off the same road. I suspect at this 
point they rumbled sabs were joining them for the 
day. 

Once up into the moors the shooting party 
stopped, so we did too, at first they denied any 
shooting was to take place that day, which we all 
agreed with!. Further on up the road were the 
beaters. It was decided to split our numbers to 
watch both groups. The beaters eventually set off 
in a convoy of 4X4 vehicles onto the moors proper, 
Sabs and journalists followed on foot. The beaters 
were driven to the end of a track and for the next 
hour played at silly billies trying to convince us 
that they were going to do something, but ended 
up doing nothing and eventually were driven back 
off the moors to the shooting hut to rejoin the 
shooting party, sabs and remaining journalists. 

With the time at 10.30 am Straker-Smith 
announced that he was abandoning the shoot on 
safety grounds, perhaps a tacit admission that his 
shooting party couldn’t be trusted not to shoot at 
sabs!. At this point Straker -Smith perhaps 
expected sabs to leave and when it was made clear 
to him we were staying he resorted to being 
boring towards sabs, journo’s, police and anyone 
else in earshot by going on and on and on and on 
about responsible moor owners, RSPB, being kind 
to grouse by killing them, RSPB etc etc, even the 
journo’s thought it was a talking BASC pamphlet. 
The shooting party were drowning their sorrows 
with drink in their hut, one even came out to talk 
to sabs, admitting it was our day and could we 
please go away. 

The only other bit of fun occurred was when the 
beaters were informed of a wage cut from the 
expected £15 to £5 as no shooting or beating had 


happened, quite a few got a little agitated and 
wanted a fight to make up for the lack of blood 
money, sabs just laughed at them. 

At 2.00 pm Straker-Smith and his inebriated 
shooters finally made to leave the moors although 
he was still willing to do his talking pamphlet 
routine as he finally climbed into his vehicle, 
although he even must have realised no-one was 
listening to him at the end. 

A good August 12 for what grouse were on the 
moor and of course for the sabs who turned up, a 
big thank you to the Tyneside group for venturing 
past Hadrians wall. The best news was funnily 
enough that of the Sun headline “Toffs Grouse as 
Protesters Win 12th”. 



TOFFS CROUSE 
AS PROTESTERS 
RUIN 12TH 



SCOTS landownar ca 
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Further News of 

“Oh So Responsible “ Shooting Types 


The unscrupulous anitics of “sportsmen continue 
to cause the deaths of many rare birds. Recently 
around a dozen dead whooper swans were found 

in the Forvie Nature Reserve in Grampian 

Scotland. Autopsies confirmed that the birds had 
died after swallowing lead shot left by shooters. 

Reserve Warden Bob Davis explained that the 
discarded pellets cause a lingering death. 

“The lead paralyses the bird’s nervous systems 
and damages their ability to digest. The result is a 
gradual deterioration and a slow starvation over 
possibly two to three weeks,” he added. 

Whilst shooters maintain that they are actually 
helping to conserve rare bird habitats, the number 
of whooper swans continues to fall. 

Elsewhere in Scotland, Italian shooting parties 
are being blamed for destruction of flocks of geese. 


Other mindless acts in the Borders last 
September, included the shooting of an Osprey, 
found by walkers on Lothian Estates lands near 
Jedburgh. 

A very angry RSPB spokesman David Dick said,” 
There are only about 72 breeding pairs of Ospreys 
in Scotland at present, with none in the Borders”. 

It was hoped that, the bird coping very well in the 
area would have returned from a migratory spell 
in West Africa with a mate. 

The R.S.P.B. spokesman then appeared to explain 
the circumstances of the killing of the Osprey, a 
protected species which feeds on fish, by claiming 
the person who shot it could not have been a fish 
farmer, and that the person who did shoot it may 
have mistaken it for another species. (ED. 
possibly a buzzard or other hawk like bird?, all of 
which are also protected species). 



Other Bird deaths on Lothian Estates land near 
Jedburgh included 27 Mute and Whooper Swans 
after swallowing spent lead shot pellets. Local Vet 
David Rollo at the Berwick Swan Sanctuary 
where the birds wcr£ taken to described the scene 
as, “Absolutely heartbreaking”. Despite the expert 
veterinary care thi! birds ended up, “suffering a 
slow lingering death”. 

Lothian Estates factor, Tony Hardie said that if 
lead poisoning was confirmed as the causes of 
death he MIGHT discontinue shooting at the pond 
where the swans picked up the spent shot. 
Ministry of Agriculture laboratory tests have 
indicated lead poisoning is in fact the most likely 
cause of the deaths, unfortunately for the 27 
swans its a case of shutting the stable door after 
the horse has bolted. 


Police were called in to investigate a suspected 
illegal trade in dead geese after residents of 
Longforgan, near Dundee, became concerned at 
the “regular slaughter” of geese at a nearby farm. 


A reporter discovered that the dead birds - 
illegally shot with semi-automatic weapons - were 
being packed into refrigerated lorries and shipped 
to Italy. In Britain it is an offence to buy, sell or 
barter dead wild geese. 


Several recent power cuts in the area were also 
blamed on the gangs of shooters. According to the 
Hydro-Electric company, many geese, scared by 
the noise of the guns, had flown straight into 
power lines as they tried to escape. 


BASC spokesman Andrew Brown admitted that 
groups of Italian shooters were known to be 
coming to Britain and killing large numbers of 
birds. He insisted that local shooters were not 
involved. 
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Scottish Action Against Bloodsports Briefing On Criminal Justice And 
Public Order Bill 


The sections of this bill dealing with hunt 
saboteurs are fatally flawed, in both conception 
and implementation. It is very obvious that the 
Home Secretary has scant knowledge of the topic 
and has made little attempt to look at the 
problems and issues seriously. Instead, he has 
aimed for and has produced a shoddy piece of 
legislation designed solely to please the small but 
influential bloodsports lobby. 

We believe the bill to be badly flawed due to the 
Government failure in the following areas: 

Proper Consultation 

Almost uniquely in such circumstances, the 
Scottish Office has made no attempt to consult 
with Scottish Action Against Bloodsports or any 
other representative body of anti-hunt protesters 
in connection with either the development or 
implementation of the proposed legislation. The 
Home Office though have, however, had extensive 
contact with pro-hunt organisations such as the 
British Field Sports Society for at least the last 
three years and have gone to great lengths to 
ensure that groups such as the BFSS have been 
informed and consulted throughout. The Scottish 
Office have received lobbying from the 
masterships of Scottish foxhunts to push for 
specific parts of the bill to be enacted in Scotland. 
The Hunt Saboteurs Association in England’s 
efforts to obtain a meeting with the Home Office 
to express concern over the rising tide of hunt 
violence and suggestions for possible development 
of a coherent policy on the policing of hunts 
resulted, after over a year, in a token chat with a 
junior official who clearly had no intention of 
taking any note of whatever they said. Inevitably, 
this has resulted in the Home and Scottish 
Office’s playing to the tune of the BFSS and 
related lobby groups and being seriously 
misinformed in all major areas of concern. 

What Price Democracy? 

Quite apart from ignoring the views and advice of 
at least half the equation, the proposed legislation 
flies in the face of the wishes of the overwhelming 
majority of the Scottish public. Some 84% want 
hunting banned, and the public are looking aghast 
at the ludicrous idea that it is to be a criminal 
offence to try to save animals, but not to kill them. 

The Police 

As the Home Office were clearly not interested in 
establishing a coherent and sensible policy for the 
policing of hunts, the HSA in England embarked 
upon an extensive series of meetings with police 
forces across the country. Over the summer 
meetings were held with forces' in some of the 
most troublesome areas including Cheshire, 


Surrey, Essex, and Thames Valley. These 
meetings were extremely useful in developing a 
working relationship between hunt saboteurs and 
police on the ground. Consequently, they have 
produced enormous benefits in closer liaison and 
co-operation between the two groups and have 
helped defuse otherwise potentially explosive 
situations. In turn, this has freed considerable 
resources for the police, leading to a dramatic 
drop in expenditure on policing hunts and freeing 
such resources for deployment elsewhere. In many 
other areas including Scotland saboteurs and 
police have operated such methods of co-operation 
for some years with considerable benefits for all 
sides. All these gains have been achieved by dint 
of hard work by saboteurs and police officers and 
forces. Almost without exception, neither the 
Home or Scottish Office nor the hunting fraternity 
have contributed anything to the process other 
than obstacles. The proposed laws would bring an 
end to such co-operation and bring more 
difficulties for the police at a time when they are 
already severely overstretched. 

“Thugs, Wreckers and Bullies” 

The Home Secretary is keen to portray saboteurs 
as violent thugs, yet the Home Office admits it 
has no figures available on incidents of violence at 
hunts. In place of hard fact, Michael Howard has 
relied on anecdote and propaganda from hunt 
lobbyists. 

Saboteurs have been caricatured as violent 
primarily by sensationalist media reporting of 
mass arrests and dramatic charges. In the 
overwhelming majority of cases, those arrested 
are not charged with any offence and in the 
majority of cases where saboteurs have initially 
been charged with serious offences, these charges 
have either been dropped entirely or reduced to 
minor public order offences (e.g. breach of the 
peace) of which they are subsequently acquitted. 
Needless to say, in the majority of cases it is only 
the initial arrest and/or charges which are 
reported. By way of example, on 20th February 
1993 13 saboteurs were arrested while travelling 
to a hunt in Surrey although obviously as they 
had not reached the hunt they had yet not done 
anything at all, much less committed any offence. 
All 13 were charged with committing violent 
disorder; by November all charges had been 
dropped. 

Similar instances occurred in Scotland just after 
the Criminal Justice (Scotland Act) 1980 was 
introduced where whole groups of saboteurs were 
stopped en route to hunt meets by the police and 
detained under section two of the act, and placed 
in police custody. To be released up to six hours 
later without charges, well after any hunting was 
finished. The main police force involved in these 
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detentions were the Central police force. Are we 
about to encounter the same over reaction if this 
new legislation reaches the Statute books?. 

Over the past three years, English police forces 
have paid out over £80,000 in damages and over 
£200,000 in costs after saboteurs brought civil 
suits against them for wrongful arrest and 
unlawful imprisonment as a result of cases like 
that highlighted above. 

In contrast, members of the hunting community 
frequently commit serious crimes of violence 
against protesters for which they are never 
prosecuted. In the first 3 months of 1993 alone 
throughout the UK some 75 saboteurs were 
victims of violent attacks by hunts, 13 of them 
requiring hospital attention as a result. There 
were at least 5 incidents of hunters using vehicles 
as weapons, 10 of damage to saboteurs’ vehicles 
and at least 2 others of damage to saboteurs’ 
property. Many more incidents of violence and 
intimidation undoubtedly go unreported as they 
are so common that saboteurs have come to 
regard them as routine. 

In September 1992, Nick Herbert, parliamentary 
adviser and spokesman for the British Field 
Sports Society was quoted in the Mail on Sunday 
as saying “From now on we are going to start 
hunting the saboteurs.” This was the beginning of 
a campaign to encourage hunts to use “stewards” 


(in reality, little more than rural vigilante mobs) 
to deter saboteurs. The sinister undertones of Mr 
Herbert’s description quickly became overt as 
everywhere stewards appeared saboteurs were 
injured. The use of stewards was widely 
recognised as being a major factor in making the 
1992-93 season one of the most violent ever for 
hunt saboteurs. A sample of the incidents include: 

One steward prosecuted for attacking a BBC TV 
crew in April. 

A hunt employee and a steward with previous 
convictions for violence were jailed for two months 
in June after one pushed a saboteur in front of a 
moving vehicle driven by the other at the Bicester 
with Whaddon Chase Hunt in Oxfordshire. Both 
are apparently still welcome at the hunt. 

Two followers of the Essex Farmers’ and Union 
Foxhunt were recently convicted of multiple 
offences of violence after a vicious assault on 
saboteurs in 1992. The charges included GBH, 
violent disorder and affray. 

A supporter of the Duke o^Buccleuch foxhunt was 
convicted last November for a vicious assault on a 
female hunt saboteur. 

Two followers of the Dumfrieshire foxhunt were 
reported to the procurator fiscal in March 1993 
after two saboteurs were attacked and injured at 
a hunt meet. 



WORRYING TRENDS IN 90 s BRITAIN 
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MISPLACED “TRUST” 


Many of you are no doubt aware of the ongoing 
controversy involving the National Trust, which 
serves England, Wales and Northern Ireland. It 
began in 1990 when a number of Trust members 
proposed two motions at its Annual General 
Meeting: 

1. to ban the hunting of deer, and 

2. to ban fox, hare and mink hunting on 
National Trust land. 

The Council urged its members to vote against the 
motions and in the subsequent postal ballot 
utilised the many thousands of blank/proxy votes 
to try and defeat the motions. In spite of this the 
motion to prohibit deer hunting was won by 
68,679 votes to 63,985. The second motion was 
narrowly defeated. 

Shortly afterwards 176 MPs signed an Early Day 
Motion in the House of Commons calling on the 
Trust’s Council to implement its members’ wishes. 

Instead the Council, in an attempt to keep the 
status quo, set up a Working Party “to investigate 
deer management”. It not only excluded from the 
Working Party’s terms of reference any 
consideration “of issues relating to cruelty” but 
also expressly excluded opponents of hunting from 
serving on the Working Party. It was therefore 
not surprising that in April this year the working 
Party recommended “that deer hunting should 
continue on Trust land”. The Council of the Trust 
used this recommendation as an excuse to 
override its members wishes which had been 
clearly expressed at the 1990 AGM on 6 
November. The resolution states “that the 
decision to allow hunting with hounds was taken 
without considering the issues of cruelty and 
animal welfare and that this is unacceptable”. It 
also notes “that thousands of Trust members have 
resigned” (6,424 between April - August this 
year). 

The controversy south of the border has resulted 
in problems for the National Trust for Scotland, 
an entirely separate and independent body. When 
the decision to continue deer hunting with hounds 
in England was reached, many Scots thought that 
this also applied to properties north of the border. 
Staff at the offices of the Scottish Trust received 
numerous letters, telephone calls and resignation 
threats from its members. According to press 
reports, the National Trust for Scotland had been 
“staggered” by its “members’ backlash to the 
hunting controversy” and that “in the space of 10 
days, 1,000 members had resigned”. 

In an attempt to allay its members’ concerns the 
Scottish Trust’s Director of Administration, 
Duncan Cameron, quite correctly pointed out that 
“stag hunting with hounds is illegal in Scotland ... 


“. However he revealingly continued by stating: 

“Fox-hunting in Scotland is largely confined to the 
Borders and only takes place very infrequently 
over a small part of just one of our properties. Hill 
of Tarvit near Cupar in Fife, this property was 
acquired by the Trust in 1949 and hunting had 
traditionally taken place over it for many years 
before it came into possession. In view of the law 
at the time, no change was made to agreements 
with the relevant local hunt and none has since 
been considered necessary. I should add that 
because hunting impinges so little on our land, it 
has not to date been seen as an issue with our 
members. We have no record of foxes caught (if 
any) at Hill of Tarvit, but we certainly would not 
allow digging with terriers.” 

At the top of Duncan Cameron’s headed notepaper 
are the words - “National Trust for Scotland - for 
places of historic interest or natural beauty ” 

Hunting with hounds in all its forms is a cruel 
and barbaric pastime which serves to provide 
pleasure for only a tiny minority at the expense of 
defenceless creatures. There is no “natural 
beauty” in a fox being chased to exhaustion and 
then ripped apart by a pack of hounds. 

Advocates for Animals are currently instigating a 
campaign to have all hunting with hounds banned 
from N.T.S. properties. You may have seen 
reports on the recent demonstration outside the 
Trusts Edinburgh Headquarters highlighting 
their hypocrisy. S.A.A.B. Edinburgh members 
were involved at the demonstration, notably 
providing a hornblower. 

You too can help this campaign, get the enclosed 
petition form filled in and return it to Advocates 
for Animals, phone or contact their office for 
further updates of what you can do in this 
campaign. Remember its our land managed only 
on trust. 

This article was re-printed by kind permission of 
advocates for Animals 
Advocates for Animals 
10 Queensferry Street, Edinburgh EH2 4PG, 
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COURT ROUND UP 

On July 28 1993 John Harold a former S.A.A.B. 
Stirling member, now living in deepest Wales was 
found guilty at Cupar Sheriff Court of committing 
a breach of the peace, by blowing a hunting horn 
at a meet of the Fife foxhounds on November 7 
1992. John was ordered to lodge £50 with the 
court for his good behaviour for the next two years 
and forfeited his horn. 

John was denied legal aid, despite being a mature 
student with a family to support, and so 
conducted his own defence. He stated to the 
assembled press after the case, that he was 
motivated simply by the principle that he did not 
believe people had the right to go around killing 
wildlife for the fun of it, he was willing to accept 
the consequences for his actions but did not 
believe the legal system reflected the views or 
feelings of the majority of the Scottish public. 


On a more violent note, hunt supporter Brian 
Campbell (40), of Raeburn Crescent, Whitburn, 
West Lothian was found guilty at Selkirk Sheriff 
Court on November 1 1993 (ironically the opening 
day of the foxhunting season), of assaulting 
S.A.A.B. Borders member Mary Innes. Campbell 
was fined £150 and ordered to pay £75 
compensation to Mary. This was a serious assault 
by which Mary was struck on the head, pulled to 
the ground, punched and kicked, then pulled 
along the ground by a hunting horn on a cord 
round her neck and generally pushed around by 
Campbell. Mary’s injuries included; chipped teeth, 
bruising about her body, and a large weal mark 
round her neck. Despite being shaken by this 
attack, Mary coolly photographed Campbell as he 
stood with her hunting horn, which he dropped as 
he went for her camera, this he did not get. Mary 
photographed him again as he got into his car to 
drive away. 

The photographs were used in evidence at the 
trial. Campbell in his defence, claimed Mary and 
other saboteurs were abusive to him and 
attempted to call houqds onto the road. This was 
dismissed by the Sheriff as lies. Despite their 
being many hunt supporters present at the 
incident not one came forward to defend 
Campbell, Even after he appealed to those present 
that they should back him up that Mary Innes 
had attacked him, a clear indication that some 
hunt supporters know the severity of the law on 
matters of perjury. 

Other cases involving that heinous crime of 
saboteurs blowing hunting horns are currently 
before the Procurator Fiscals in Fife and Ayrshire. 
More news in future issues if these reach court. 
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DECADE OF DECLINE FOR WILDLIFE 


As the results of a unique survey are revealed it 
has finally been officially recognised by the UK 
Government, that in the British Countryside our 
wildlife has suffered a widespread decline during 
the 1980‘s. In woods, crop fields and semi-natural 
pastures there has been a drop in the number of 
wild plant species between 1978 and 1990. 

Just as significantly, the scientists found the 
richness and variety of species declining in 
hedges, verges and stream banks. These “linear 
features” are vital for many plants and animals 
remaining in the intensively farmed lowlands. 
They provide shelter, food and corridors to move 
along. 

The survey brings together more than 15 years 
of work by dozens of scientists in several 
government research laboratories, led by the 
Institute of Terrestrial Ecology and the Institute 
of Freshwater Ecology. 

An important theme is that the rapid, wholesale 
loss of semi-natural habitats such as wildflower 
meadows and bogs, which happened in the 1970s, 
has slowed down or halted. But the loss of wildlife 
diversity goes on.The more cynical amongst you 
could have possibly said we knew this already, tell 
us something new!. 

The main points of this survey fly totally in the 
face of the recent propaganda drive of the British 


Field Sports Society’s “Campaign for Hunting”, in 
which was claimed, “Our rich heritage of fauna 

and flora has survived because of the love and 

dedication of country people, we can justly claim 
that many of the beautiful features of our 
landscape - the woods, spinneys, hedges, fields, 
lakes, streams, ponds, moors and heaths- are 
fashioned and preserved by the pattern of country 
sports”. 

A large proportion of the British Countryside is 
owned by the Pro-bloods ports fraternity, some of 
these people are in positions of power and 
influence with Local and National Government. 
Yet despite their claims for the importance of 
hunting to conservation and their guardianship of 
the countryside, our rural areas are really going 
to the dogs. 

The main causes for the decline can be clearly 
laid at the doors of the intensification of farming 
in the 1980‘s with attendent use of more 
machinery, fertilisers and pesticides, along with 
air pollution directly attributable to the present 
energy policies. 

So the next time some bloodsport twit gives you 
the old chestnut that if it wasn’t for hunting you 
wouldn’t have a countryside, you give them some 
new facts. 


IT’S COMPETITION TIME FOLKS !!! 



What is the headless 
horseman saying to the 
nice chappy in the car , 
and what is his reply ? 


Answers on a crisp £5 
note to the editor. 
Address at the front of 
the Magazine 
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Mr Jeremy Corbyn 
Mr Harry Cohen 

★ 4 

That this House has no sympathy whatsoever with the honourable Member for Crawley 
who may have suffered a dose of food poisoning after having eaten a steak and kidney pie 
infected by Clostridium perfingers at a champagne reception organised for country sports 
enthusiasts; and believes that those who derive pleasure from the slaughter of wildlife 
deserve to suffer from both their bowels and their consciences. 


Feathers fly at taxidermist’s blunder 


Taxidermist and bird lover Leonard Thomson shot 
a rare duck and kept it to feed to his pet buzzard. 

But he was fined £100 at Linlithgow Sheriff Court 
after he admitted possession of the goosander, 
contrary to the Wildlife and Countryside Act. 

The court heard Thomson (44) claimed to have 
gone out in the early morning to shoot Pochard 
ducks — but in the poor light accidentally 
blasted a goosander instead. 

It was hidden in his deep freeze when police called 
at his home at 4 Northfield Cottages, West Calder 
last October. 

An X-ray of the carcass discovered that it had 
been killed with a shotgun. 


But lawyer Kevin Dugan denied that amateur 
taxidermist Thomson had intended to stuff the 
goosander. 

He said: “He does have a licence to keep the 
buzzard and he was going to feed it to the 
buzzard. 

“He is a member of the RSPB and had a life-long 
interest in birds.” 

S.A.A.B. suggest that Mr Thomson should give up 
shooting and instead use his membership of the 
R.S.P.B. to visit some of their reserves and 
possibly try to distinguish the differences between 
a sawbill and a diving duck, WITHOUT killing 
either. 
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The First Time Is Always The Most Memorable.. 


The.difference between the anticipated and the 
actual experience of hunt saboteuring was rather 
like that of the picture in a recipe book and the 
thing I eventually scrape off the oven. My first 
experience last Saturday of sabbing the Duke of 
Buccleuch’s hunt in the Borders was not quite as 
exciting as it had sounded. Piling in and out of an 
elderly van and squelching as fast as possible up 
hill and down bog in hot pursuit of a group on 
horseback quickly dispelled any imagined 
glamour that went with the job. Similarly, 
expectations of constant thrills and danger were 
shattered after the first hour, when having 
successfully stunk the hounds off the scent of My 
First Fox, we saw the last member of the hunt 
disappearing over the horizon at full speed with at 
least sixteen ploughed fields and barbed wire 
fences between us and our quarry. We wearily 
plodded after them, but did not catch up with 
them again until the late afternoon. 

By 3.30 I was very tired and my feet were 
steamingly soggy. We were in the middle of no¬ 
where when we suddenly saw the hunt charging 
towards us again. This may well have been 
superior tactical planing by our map reader who 
had expertly led us to the place where the hunt 
must surely return, or it could have been a 
complete coincidence. I will never know. Like all 


aspects of the hunt, Fm not sure I fully 
understood anything that was happening, but like 
the Field, I was happy enough to come along for 
the ride. So when the more experienced sabbers 
ran off with the hounds and scattered them all 
over the countryside, to the obvious displeasure of 
the horsemen, I did not stop to question why; 
instead, I gambolled enthusiastically behind 
them, bellowing with great gusto any cries I could 
dimly remember from the Tactics Talk, and 
actually had quite a good time. 

On first impressions then, hunt saboteuring 
appears to be a mixture of hill-walking and cross¬ 
country running, except it is more interesting and 
much more worthwhile. As long as it remains a 
possibility rather than a probability, the risk of 
being arrested, beaten up, or ridden upon adds 
spice to the whole experience, though quite 
honestly, I was relieved such events seem to occur 
rather less frequently than I’d been led to believe. 

My contribution to this successful day, in which 
no foxes were killed, can have been at best 
minimal, but in spite of this I was proud to have, 
played my part. And as long as it’s not raining, I’ll 
probably go next week too! 

by James Scowen (Edin. SABS) 











